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soon abandoned The only successful case I have heard
of in our day has been that of Mr. Bowen, a devoted
American missionary in Bombay. We have had no
William Burns, in Northern India at least. I can say for
myself, that so far as the mere comfort of living is con-
cerned I should greatly prefer a humble abode and
simple fare in England, to the finest house and the most
sumptuous fare in the plains of Northern India. . It has
been maintained by some that our only hope of success
lies in our becoming ascetics, and outstripping by our
austerities the Hindu saints. In other words, by acting
as if we accepted Hindu principles of religion we are to
overthrow Hinduism, and win the people to Christ. The
proposal calls for no consideration.
*Of late a good deal has been said about the substance
of missionary teaching. Missionaries as a class maintain
and teach the doctrinal views of the Churches whose
messengers and agents they are. In these Churches a
sifting process has been going on for a considerable time,
which has led in some cases to a reversal of belief in
matters of great moment, and in a greater number to the
modification and softening of views hitherto entertained.
Every one must decide for himself how far the sifting
has been wisely done, how far chaff and only chaff has
been given to the wind, and precious grain gathered into
the garner. Missionaries have unquestionably been
affected by doctrinal discussion, in a few instances, I
believe a very few, to the reversal of some of their former
views, in all, perhaps, though in different degrees, to a
readjustment of their doctrinal position, to giving more
prominence to some aspects of truth and less prominence
to others, under the conviction that such is their relative
position in the Word of God.